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Abstract

This article proposes that Filipino Marian devotion constitutes a lived theology of
hope rooted in historical suffering, communal resilience, and ethical responsibility.
Interpreted through the Jubilee of Hope (Spes non confundit) and Carlos Abesamis’
hermeneutic of the “third look,” Marian devotion in the Philippines emerges not as
a sentimental religiosity but as a formative praxis of solidarity. Drawing on Vatican
I1, liberation theology, and contemporary papal teaching, the paper situates Marian
devotion within a theological framework of hope. Mary is retrieved as a companion
of the poor, a mediatrix of ethical attentiveness, and a exemplar of contemplative
action. When critically guided, Marian Filipino devotion nurtures socio-political
responsibility. On this basis, the article argues that Marian hope provides the
Philippine Church and the wider Catholic community with a credible spirituality
capable of engaging with injustice, sustaining resilience, and embodying
transformative discipleship in history.

Introduction

Marian devotion occupies a distinctive and often contested place within Filipino
Catholicism. On the one hand, it is widely admired for its affective depth, ritual
richness, and capacity to sustain faith amid suffering. On the other hand, it is
frequently criticized for excessive emotionalism, utilitarian transnationalism, or
theological ambiguity, particularly when popular practices appear detached from
Christocentric  faith, ecclesial discernment, and/or ethical responsibility.
Processions, novenas, pilgrimages, fiestas, healing rituals, and domestic altars are
sometimes dismissed as vestiges of folk religiosity rather than engaged as serious
theological resources. Such assessments, however, risk overlooking the profound
religious wisdom embedded in popular piety. Far from being mere cultural
ornamentation or devotional surplus, Filipino Marian devotion functions as a lived
theological grammar through which ordinary believers interpret suffering, moral
struggle, and hope for transcendence.



This article advances the conviction that Filipino Marian devotion constitutes a
genuine theology of hope from below, one forged within historical vulnerability and
collective resilience, oriented toward ethical discernment and social transformation;
a kind that resists forms of religiosity that reduce hope to private consolation., seen
this way, hope does not arise from abstract speculation or doctrinal idealization
alone, but from concrete experiences of poverty, political fragility, migration, and
ecological disaster. Historically, devotion to Mary has provided Filipino
communities with symbolic coherence amid colonial domination, economic
precarity, and recurrent natural calamities. Within these contexts, Marian piety has
served as a spiritual language of endurance and resistance, enabling believers to
imagine God’s nearness precisely where social vulnerability and uncertainty are
most acute.

This reflection is situated within the horizon of the Jubilee of Hope proclaimed for
2025 by Pope Francis under the biblical theme Spes non Confundit (Rom 5:5). The
Jubilee reframes Christian hope not as passive waiting or interior reassurance, but as
a theological virtue with historical and ethical implications. Pope Francis
consistently presents hope as a moral vocation addressed to a wounded world
marked by social fragmentation, ecological crisis, widening inequality, and political
polarization. Christian hope, in this vision, is inseparable from responsibility; it is a
disciplined readiness to cooperate with God’s liberating and transformative work in
history rather than an escape from historical struggle. Such an understanding
resonated deeply with the lived experience of Filipino Catholicism, where faith is
publicly enacted, communally sustained, and continually tested by social realities.

Within this Jubilee horizon, Filipino Marian devotion emerges not simply as an
inherited religious culture, but as a potential school of hope, one capable of shaping
moral imagination, sustaining resilience, and fostering communal solidarity. John
Paull II’s insistence that Christian are called to become “witnesses of hope” through
justice, reconciliation, and mercy underscores the public character of this virtue.
Hope thus resists privatization and acquires political and social dimensions,
especially in contexts where despair and suffering are structurally produced. The
strongly communal and public expressions of Marian devotion in the Philippines:
processions through urban streets, collective novenas, and shared rituals of petition
and thanksgiving, are sites of resistance against all forms of oppression and
marginalization suggesting that Marian spirituality already carries within it
resources for such an embodied and socially engaged hope.



The article develops this arguments in three interrelated movements. First, it situates
Marian devotion in the Philippines within the broader ecclesial tension between
popular piety and theological discernment, particularly in light of Vatican I and key
Philippine ecclesial documents. This section examines how to Church
simultaneously affirms popular devotion as an expression of the sensus fidelium
while cautioning against distortions that obscure Christocentric faith. Second, the
article retrieves the hermeneutical proposal of the Filipino Jesuit theologian Carlos
Abesamis — the “third look™ — as a critical lens for interpreting Mary not merely as
a devotional icon or exalted heavenly intercessor, but as a companion of the poor
and a catalyst of liberative hope. Reading Mary from the perspective of the
marginalized allows Marian spirituality to remain both affectively rich and socially
responsible. Third, the article integrates Marian hope within a broader theological
framework of hope, demonstrating how Filipino Marian devotion can mature into a
prophetic and socially transformative praxis that resists despair, nurtures solidarity,
and deepens discipleship. The article does not seek to romanticize popular devotion
nor to dismiss its ambiguities, but rather to interpret its theological potential
critically. Marian devotion becomes credible not when it multiplies rituals or
intensifies affect, but when it deepens participation in Christ’s mission, sharpens
ethical discernment, and fosters solidarity with the vulnerable. Understood in this
way, Filipino Marian devotion offers not only a culturally resonant spirituality, but
also a theologically robust witness to hope capable of engaging the wounds of
history with faith and courage.



